
 

   

  

 - -- -Building Services | Town of Saugeen Shores | 519 832 2008 x118 | SaugeenShores.ca

 Guide to Constructing an 

Additional Residential Unit (ARU)  

A guide detailing the requirements to obtain a building permit 
for adding an Additional Residential Unit to your existing home 
or as a detached building
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HOW TO APPLY 

A building permit is required in the Town of Saugeen Shores for creating an 
Additional Residential Unit (ARU). ARUs are permitted as renovations or additions and 
as detached structures. Please pre-consult with the Building Department 
at building@saugeenshores.ca to ensure your property has the correct zoning to allow 
for such ARU to be created. 

Please note that the Municipal Building Permit does not cover any electrical work. 
A separate permit must be obtained from The Electrical Safety Authority 
(ESA). www.esasafe.com 

Applying on Cloudpermit 

Saugeen Shores is now receiving building permit applications electronically through the 
program Cloudpermit. Please refer to Saugeen Shores Guide to the Cloudpermit for a step 
by step description of how to use the Cloudpermit software. 

Cloudpermit ARU Details 

When creating a new application, you will choose one of the following categories: 

For dwellings with finished basement requiring alterations, choose: 

Category Work type Work target 

Residential Alteration Additional dwelling unit 

For dwellings with unfinished basements, choose: 

Category Work type Work target 

Residential Finished basement Additional dwelling unit 

For ARUs that will be constructed by an addition to the existing dwelling, choose: 

Category Work type Work target 

Residential Addition Additional dwelling unit 

For ARUs that will be constructed as a detached structure, choose: 
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Category Work type Work target 

Residential New Additional dwelling unit 
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DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 

ROOM SIZES - Separate Spaces Minimum ft² 

Living Room 145 

Dining Room 75 

Kitchen (more than 1 bedroom) 45 

Kitchen (1 bedroom only) 40 

Master Bedroom (with closet) 95 

Master Bedroom (without closet) 105 

Other Bedroom (with closet) 65 

Other Bedroom (without closet) 75 

ROOM SIZE - Bachelor 
Living, Dining, Bedroom and Kitchen 145 

DOOR SIZES Minimum Width Minimum Height 

Dwelling Entrance or Utility 32" 78" 
Bedroom 30" 78" 
Bathroom 24" 78" 

CEILING HEIGHT Building less than 5 years since 
occupancy 

Building more than 5 years 
since occupancy 

All Rooms 
6'-11" over entire floor 6'-5" under 

beams 
6'-5" over all required rooms and 

means of egress 

MINIMUM 
WINDOW AREA 

Building less than 5 years since 
occupancy 

Building more than 5 years 
since occupancy 

Living and Dining 10% of area served 5% of area served 
Bedrooms 5% of area served 2.5% of area served 
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EGRESS REQUIREMENTS 
The building code has different requirements depending on where your second residential unit is 

located. Providing a separate exit to the exterior for the second residential unit is preferable, how-

ever if that is not possible, units that share a common exit must be provided with an egress window. 

This window must be large enough for a person to get through and be operable without the use of 
tools. 

Egress Window Requirements 

Window Well Requirements 
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FIRE SEPERATIONS 

A fire separation is required between the second residential unit and the primary dwelling. A 
fire separation acts as a physical barrier to slow the spread of fire from one part of the struc-

ture to another. The fire separation must be continuous and be provided with protected 
openings where necessary which includes fire dampers and door closures. Minimum fire 
separation requirements are included in the following table: 

Requirements Less than 5 years since 
occupancy 5 years or more since occupancy 

Fire Separations 
45 minute horizontal and vertical 
separation required between units 
and exit areas 

30 minute horizontal and vertical 
separation required between units 
and exit areas 

Common areas (i.e. – public corridor, 
common laundry room) are to be 45 
minute fire rated 

Fire Dampers Dampers on ductwork 
penetrating a fire separation Dampers not required 

Doors 
20 minute fire rated doors between 
dwelling units with self-closing 
devices 

20 minute fire rated doors between 
dwelling units with self-closing 
devices 

Sound 
Transmission 

Class 

Wall and floor assemblies separating 
dwelling units are to have a 50 STC 
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SMOKE AND CO DETECTORS 

Smoke Alarm  

The building code requires smoke alarms to meet CAN/ULC S531 performance standards. Your 

hard wired smoke alarms must have a flashing strobe light when they are activated. Smoke 
alarms must be interconnected, hard wired,  and be properly located: 

• On every level of the house

• In hallway serving a bedroom

• In each bedroom

• In common areas shared by both residential units

Common Forced Air System  

A forced air furnace may be shared for both units if there is a duct type smoke detector meeting 
the UL 268A standard must be installed in the supply or return air duct to turn off the fuel supply 
and electrical power to the heating system when triggered. 

Carbon Monoxide Alarms  

Carbon monoxide alarms are required if your dwelling has a furnace that uses natural gas, 
propane or other similar fuels, and where your dwelling has an attached garage. Alarms will be 
hardwired and must be located in hallway serving a bedroom 
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REQUIRED INSPECTIONS 

Building Inspections 

Once your building permit has been issued, Town building officials will inspect your project during 
key stages of construction to ensure the work complies with the Building Code. It is important to 

request inspections at the required stages during construction as failure to meet  certain standards 
may result in the need to redo components of your project. Remember, a building official requires a 
minimum of 24 hour notice to book the inspection. 

All Inspections can be booked, and tracked, through the Cloudpermit Software 

Required Inspections 

Typical inspections for an ARU could include (depending on scope of work) 

• Footing: Occurs before pouring footings

• Foundation wall: Before backfilling foundation

• Framing: This inspection will be required if there is new framing or change in the existing 
structure. The inspector will need to see framing before it is covered.

• Rough Plumbing: Occurs after installation of vents and drains. The system requires a pres-

sure test at on at the time of inspection.

• Insulation and Air Barrier: This inspection is required if there is alteration or addition to 
exte-rior walls.

• Aboveground Plumbing: The final inspection of plumbing

• Fire Separations: Installation of required drywall must be in progress when the inspection is 
taking place. This will confirm the required material according to the approved construction 
drawings

• Occupancy/Final: Fire dampers, in duct smoke detector for furnace, fire doors (labelled) 
equipped with closers, and any fire stopping will all be verified at time of occupancy inspec-

tion. This inspection must be completed and passed before any occupancy occurs in the new 
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APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
SITE PLAN Y N 

Location of dwelling(s) 

Landscaped areas 

Driveway length, width, and area (measured from the property line) 

Parking spaces with dimensions (min. 5.5m x 2.75 m each space) - required to 
provide 1 space for additional dwelling unit 

Exterior entrance to principal residential unit and to additional residential unit 

FLOOR PLAN DRAWINGS Y N 

The layout of the ARU showing dimensions of all rooms including hallways 

Labelling of all rooms in each unit and shared areas 

The exterior entrance to the ARU 

The Dwelling Unit Floor Area (DUFA) for the principal dwelling unit (DUFA is the total 

floor area contained within the exterior walls of a dwelling unit excluding a garage, 

covered unenclosed porches) 

Identify all existing and proposed construction 

Location and construction of required fire separations including any fire damper 

locations 

Ceiling heights for all areas and spaces 

Location of smoke alarms and CO detectors 

Heating system details 

Location of plumbing fixtures 

Dimensions and location of all openings (doors and windows) and means of egress 
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